Purposes

The purposes of Voyageurs National Park are to:

* preserve the scenery, geologic conditions, and interconnected waterways in northern
Minnesota for the inspiration and enjoyment of people now and in the future.

» commemorate the voyageurs’ routes and fur trade with the Native peoples of the
north, which contributed significantly to the opening of northern North America
to European settlement.

* preserve, in an unimpaired condition, the ecological processes, biological and cultural
diversity, and history of the northwoods lake country border we share with Canada.

* provide opportunities for people to experience, understand, and treasure the lake
country landscape—its clean air and water, forests, islands, wetlands, and wildlife
—in a manner that is compatible with the preservation of park values and resources.

Significance

» The waterways of Voyageurs National Park include one of the most important
segments of the fur trade route used in the opening of northwestern North America.

 Located near the headwaters of the Arctic watershed of Hudson Bay, the park’s
lakes—rather than land—have been the primary travel route throughout history. The
lakes continue to shape transportation and recreational uses of the area today.

* The park’s exposed rocks and landscape exemplify the glacial activity of the Pleistocene
Epoch and some of the most complete and extensive Precambrian geologic features in
the United States.

* The park preserves the timeless beauty of woods, rocks, water, and sky that invite
people to renew themselves through a variety of outdoor activities.

 The designation of Voyageurs as a national park is integral to the protection of the
boundary waters ecosystem by both the United States and Canada. Along with
Quetico Provincial Park and the Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness, Voyageurs
was and remains at the heart of a major conservation effort to protect the boreal
forest landscape, its interconnected waterways, and associated wildlife.




